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CHAPTER 6
MIGRANT ASANTE CPCOA FARMERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
. J. ADOMAKO-SARFOH*
-Any t r a v e l l e r  through contemporary Asante i s  
l ik e ly  to come across many imposing modern concrete 
bui ld ings in certa in  w e l l - l a i d  out quarters of  severa l  
Asante towns and v i l l a g e s .  In p laces  such new quar­
ters are given l o c a l  names which r e f l e c t  a t t r ibu tes  
of the people owning such b u i ld in gs .  For instance, in 
Kumasi, the name 'As ika fo  amma ntem1 (richmen were 
late )  i s  given to the predominantly Asante r e s id e n t ia l  
quarters with c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  b ig  and imposing concrete  
s to re y -b u i ld in g s . But in 3. p lace  such as Kumasi, i t  
i s  not so much the imposing nature o f  the bu i ld ings  
that arouses in te re s t  as the people who own them.
From my own observat ion ,  many o f  such bu i ld in gs  are 
owned by cocoa farmers,  who a f t e r  years o f  hard t o i l  
on their  cocoa farms, return to e ither  Kumasi or the ir  
home towns or v i l l a g e s  to u t i l i z e  the money that acc­
rued from th e i r  farms to put up those new houses.
To many an Asante farmer,  a person 's  p lace in 
the fami ly  and the community never becomes complete 
unless he can boast  of  an immovable property,  espe­
c i a l ly  a bu i ld in g  or a cocoa farm. Indeed in the 
estimation of many, the ownership o f  cocoa farms i s  
paramount, since i t  i s  f e l t  that from incomes , 
accruing from farms, a person may e a s i l y  b u i ld  a house. 
Furthermore, a cocoa farmer with a reasonable annual 
income can be sure o f  a comfortable l i v in g  when he i s  
too o ld  to workj i t  also g ives  the hope that he can be 
sure o f  get t ing  a b e f i t t i n g  b u r ia l  and funera l  obse­
quies a f t e r  h is  death. Bearing in mind these p o s s i ­
ble advantages, the establishment o f  cocoa farms has 
become very popular with many Asantes from the time 
the crop was accepted as the main cash crop.
*Mr. J. Adornako-Sarfoh i s  a Lecturer in Geography 
Faculty of  So c ia l  Sciences,  Kumasi Un ivers ity  of  
Science and Technology.
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By the end o f  World War I ,  land fo r  the 
development o f  new cocoa farms was becoming short in 
the immediate v i c in i t y  o f  Kumasi and parts  of  eastern 
and southern Asante where cocoa had been introduced 
e a r l i e r  on. Following i t s  introduction into Asante 
in about nineteen hundred and i t s  acceptance by the 
people soon afterwards,  there was considerable  
in te rest  to put more land under cu l t iv a t io n .  Thus 
when the farmers in .the o ld  s e t t le d  areas were hard 
pressed fo r  more arab le  land, they moved out to virgin 
f o re s t  lands o f  western Asante including part o f  the 
present Brong Ahafo Region. In fac t  the Ahafo part 
o f  Brong-Ahafo Region i s  s t r i c t l y  speaking Asante.
I t  was made part  o f  the new region in 1959. Inciden­
t a l l y ,  the movement took pace at the time when the 
Kumasi- Goaso mptor road was nearing completion; i t  
served to ease the problem of transport which the 
migrant farmers would have faced.
This was the beginning o f  the Asante migrant 
cocoa farmers. At f i r s t  they s e t t led  and acquired  
land in  western Asante (mainly in the present day 
Ahafo Ano and Aha fo ) .  (See Fig .  I . )  Indeed o f  a l l  
the migrant ’ stranger* groups o f  cocoa farmers to be 
met in the area, the Asante group exceeds by f a r  all  
others.  I t  i s  evident that the process of moving 
to new v i r g in  f o r e s t  has not yet come to an end; 
for during the past few years,  there has been the 
tendency fo r  a number of  these f i r s t  generation  
Asante njigrants to move fu rther  a f i e l d  in search  
o f  new cu l t iv a b le  land. In the process most o f  them 
have gone to e i th e r  Sefwi or Wassaw, a l l  in the 
Western Region o f  Ghana. This,  as observed by Polly 
H i l l  ' i s  natural  fo r  ce r ta in  farmers to indulge in a 
continuous process o f  acquir ing  land in other parts  
of the country' (1963:18).  For most of the Asante 
cocoa farmers, the need to acquire more new land  
nowadays has been further  necess itated  by the need 
to develop more farms in d i f f e r e n t  areas ,  so as to 
make i t  p o ss ib le  to t rans fe r  port ions  o f  such farms 
to favoured r e la t io n s  and yet leave enough fo r  
themselves. In th is  connection, care i s  u sua l ly  
taken to ensure that wives and ch i ld ren ,  who ass ist  
the farmers,  are given farms,, be fore  i t  }.s to °  late  
to do th is .  To the Asante cocoa farmer, th is  i s  a
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departure from the t r a d i t i o n a l  arrangement, whereby 
wives and ch i ld ren  were customarily l e f t  out in such 
m atters .
The Asante farmers now l i v e  close by farmers of  
d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s  with d i f f e r e n t  ru le  of  inheritance.  
For instance most o f  the farmers who have come to l i v e  
and work in the same areas are from such pat ir i l inea l  
groups as the Ga, Akuapem and Krobo.
While some o f  the changes, e sp e c ia l ly  those 
concerning the t rans fe r  o f  farms to wives and c h i l ­
dren, have been w e l l  rece ived  by the matrikin, thanks 
also to the spread of education, in other cases ,  there 
has been open opposit ion .  In the absence of farmers  
through death, c o n f l i c t s  over claims to cer ta in  farms 
have ar isen .  Examples abound o f  cases where the two 
p a r t ie s  have gone to court fo r  settlement An attempt 
w i l l  be made in th is  paper to h igh l igh t  some of the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered as t rans fe rs  o f  cocoa farms 
and other property are made.
Acquiring the Land
As ind ica ted  e a r l i e r ,  by the la te  1920's, almost 
a l l  su i tab le  land fo r  cocoa cu l t iv a t io n  had been 
taken up around the Asante c a p i t a l ,  Kumasi. This was 
p a r t ly  the r e su l t  o f  the widespread in te re s t  in cocoa 
farming, r e su l t in g  from the r iches  i t  brought to the 
peasant cocoa farmers, and p a r t l y ,  under bush f a l l o w  
in  the face  of the increas ing  populat ion,  the need fo r  
land  fo r  the c u l t iv a t io n  of the lo c a l  food crops.
Thus the f i r s t  Asante cocoa farmers to acquire new 
land fo r  cocoa cu l t iv a t io n  in  western Asante and the 
Ahafo d i s t r i c t  o f  the Brong Ahafo Region, m igrated ’ 
from the immediate v i c in i t y  o f  Kumasi. Most o f  them 
came from within about a ten mile rad ius  o f  Kumasi 
and they included farmers from such p laces as Antoa, 
Yabi,  Sawua, Ampabame, Abirem, Asokore-Mampong,
Kumasi i t s e l f  e tc .  (See Fig.  2 ) .  Since the means of  
transport  was on foo t ,  many of the ear ly  farmers  
s e t t l e d  on the nearest v i r g in  lands and these 




The second group o f  migrant farmers s ta r ted  
moving westward soon a f t e r  World War I I .  By th is  time 
v i r g i n  land o f  the immediate approach had been taken up. 
I t  there fore  became necessary fo r  the group to move 
fu r ther  westward, most o f  them s e t t l e d  around Bechem, 
Tepa, Akyerensua, Hwidem,' Nkasaam, Kenyasi , Ntotoroso,  
Goaso e t c .  (See F i g . 2 ) .  The farmers came from about 
the t h i r t y  m i les„ rad ius  of  Kumasi from p laces  such as 
Bekwai, Kokofu, Essumeja, E j i s u ,  Kwaso Akyenakurom, 
Juaben, E f f i d u a s i , Banko,Jamasi and Boamang.
The ex istence  o f  vast  unclaimed stoo l  lands and 
the r e l a t i v e  ease with wh ich 'pa rce ls  o f  such land could  
be acquired aided th is  widespread movement. The lo c a l  
c h i e f s ,  as custodians o f  the land, exerc ised  control  
over a l l  unclaimed land and i t  was to them that a l l  
requests  for  the grant ing  o f  usufruct r i gh t s  were 
d i r e c t e d .
Every request was supported by customary c o n s i ­
derat ion  money or s a lu ta t ion  f ee ,  which var ied  from 
one l o c a l i t y  to another.  The f i r s t  Asante migrants  
approached the land owners through c e r t a in  people ,  
who might be well-known migrants themselves but had 
s e t t l e d  there e a r l i e r  on. Led by these go-betweens,  
the farmers were f i r s t  introduced to the ch ie f s  and 
the ir  e l d e r s ,  f o l lo w e d  l a t e r  by the o f f e r  o f  drinks  
and the sa lu ta t ion  f e e .  My in q u i r i e s  show that fo r  • 
many o f  the e a r ly  migrants,  the fee  charged was 
usu a l ly  small.  Two main reasons seem to exp la in  th is ;  
f i r s t  the need to a t t ra c t  many w i l l i n g  farmers to work 
on the land  and thereby he lp  the l o c a l  landowners to 
e s t a b l i s h  claims to land and thus stop encroachment 
from other landowners, with whom they shared common 
boundaries  was g r e a t ;  secondly,  s t r i c t  adherence to 
the "c lan  a s so c ia t io n "  fo r  as has been noted elsewhere  
-  the c lan  creates  f e e l i n g s  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  and o f  
spontaneous g o o d -w i l l  (Busia ,  1951:85).  Thus many of  
the migrant cocoa farmers chose to acquire  land in  
areas where the s to o l  occupants were members o f  the ir  
c lan .  In these a reas ,  the newly a r r iv e d  farmers  
claimed and rece ived  h o s p i t a l i t y  on the strength of  
the ir  membership o f  the same clan.  An in te r e s t in g
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e f fec t  of this  today, i s  the grouping o f  members o f
the same clan from parts  o f  Asante in p laces  in
Ahafo where the same c lan  happens to be the land 
owning group. As an i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  there are many 
members o f  the Oyoko c lan from Kumasi and Kokofu and 
their  surrounding v i l l a g e s  with farms on the Goaso 
stool land since the s too l  i s  o f  the Oyoko clan.
The s ign i f icance  o f  th i s  clan assoc ia t ion  l i e s  
in the fac t  that very l i t t l e  fee  was pa id  in order  
to acquire land. Inqu i r ie s  show that bes ides  d b o t t l e  
or two o f  e i ther  schnapps or gin or rum, the actual  
amount paid never exceeded twelve new ced is :  In
places such as Kunso, i t  was about N04.OO, whi le
at Akyerensua in 1935 i t  was about N£6.00. But
after World War I I ,  and f o l lo w in g  the a r r i v a l  o f  
many migrants from parts  o f  Southern Ghana, the fee  
was increased. This became necessary so that the 
landowners could control  th i s  i n f lu x  and a lso  increase  
the revenue accruing to them from the grant ing  o f  
usufruct r igh ts  to farmers.  But even during th is  time,  
the Asantes among the migrants pa id  le s s  than those 
from the south. An informant at Tepa a l le g ed  that an 
i n i t i a l  down payment o f  about N£30.00 fo r  the Asante 
and NC50.00 fo r  h is  counterpart from Southern Ghana 
was f i x e d  in about 1943. By 1951, th is  had gone up 
considerab ly .
It  i s  evident that the r i g h t  to c u l t i v a t e  a 
given parcel o f  land was granted a f t e r  a c e r ta in  sum 
of money had been spent. While i t  i s  true  that some 
farmers u t i l i z e d  money saved e a r l i e r  on, others used  
money earned from a family  p roperty ,  such as a cocoa  
farm or a bu i ld ing  in her i ted :  s t i l l  o thers  rece ived  
f inanc ia l  support from some working members o f  th e i r  
matrikin. Land thus acquired became fam i ly  land and 
cocoa farms developed could not be regarded  as i n d i v i ­
dual p rope rt ie s .
Who as s is t  in e s t a b l i sh in g  Farms?
It  i s  not an uncommon p rac t ice  f o r  m igrat ing  
farmers in Asante to leave  the ir  wives and ch i ld ren  
behind when going to s t a r t  work on newly acqu ired  
land. This i s  usua l ly  necessary so as to a l lo w  the
farmer to arrange fo r  accommodation and to grow food 
crops,more o f  which are needed as soon as these  
dependents j o in  him. In the absence o f  these people,  
some migrants are accompanied by a w i l l i n g  brother ,  
nephew or f requent ly  by an annual l a b o u r e r . But 
informants a l l e g e  that very often r e l a t i v e s  dec l ine  to 
accompany them and where an annual labourer  i s  not 
a v a i l a b l e ,  the farmer has to go a lone.  This has been 
the case even u n t i l  now.
I t  i s  the wives and ch i ld ren ,  once they j o in  the 
farmers, who a s s i s t  in undertaking the var ious tasks on 
the farm and endure a l l  the hardships in the respective  
l o c a l i t i e s .  Few migrants g ive  the impression that  
the ir  wives and ch i ld ren  have never a s s i s t e d  them. A 
few however have r e l i e d  mainly on th e i r  own strength,  
since even h ired  labour  i s  scarce .  As a re su l t  the 
ea r ly  farms tended to  be r e l a t i v e l y  smal l ,  u su a l ly  
ranging in  s ize  from less  than two to three acres .
But the p os i t ion  changed as soon as more laboure rs ,  
w i l l i n g  to work in cocoa farms in var ious  c a p ac i t i e s ,  
a r r ived  from parts  o f  Northern Ghana and elsewhere.
Some o f  these were engaged as annual, casual  and 
contract laboure rs  to a s s i s t  in e s t a b l i sh in g  the 
farms. During h i s  per iod  o f  serv ice  the annual 
labourer  i s  prov ided  with f r e e  food, accommodation and 
c lo th in g ,  in add it ion  to being suppl ied  with the 
necessary  farming implements.
In view o f  the expense invo lved  in keeping these 
l a b o u re r s ,  many farmers u su a l ly  make sure that  they 
employ only those without f a m i l i e s .  Since i t . i s  the 
farmer's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to provide accommodation fo r  
h is  laboure rs  and dependents, most migrants set up 
th e i r  own sett lements a f t e r  the f i r s t  one or two 
years  work on a farm. The set up may cons is t  o f  two 
or three rooms, one o f  which may be reserved  fo r  the 
casua l  or contract  labou re rs  whom he may engage on 
s p e c i f i c  tasks from time to time. When, in a l a t e r  
s tage ,  the farms come to the f r u i t i n g  stages  *abusa 1 
l a bou re rs  are employed mainly to p luck the farms.  
Farmers do not d iscr im inate  aga inst  those with  or 
without f a m i l i e s .  As f a r  as th is  group o f  labourers  
are concerned, i t  i s  ortly accommodation that has to 
be prov ided  free^ they take charge o f  a l l  other
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expenses themselves .
At present ,  i t  i s  becoming d i f f i c u l t  to r e c ru i t  
many abusa men to work on farms. This  i s  due to 
scarc ity  o f  f o o d s t u f f s .  I t  i s  usua l  fo r  farmers to 
allow the ir  abusa meq to grow food crops on reserve  
land; but in most p la ces ,  a l l  land i s  put under cocoa 
cu l t iv a t io n .  The r e s u l t  i s  that a number of the 
labourers  in te rv iewed  at Mim, Ntotoroso,  Kenyasi 
Nos. 1 and 2, e tc .  complained b i t t e r l y  o f  the high 
cost o f  food crops .  Indeed, according to th e i r  
a l l e g a t io n s ,  most o f  them spend the majority  o f  their  
earnings on food ,  f a r  more than they ought to do in 
such farming a reas .
Patterns o f  Inher itance
By custom, the m a t r i l in e a l  ru le s  o f  inheritance  
operate in  Asante. Accord ing ly ,  on the death o f  a 
person, i t  i s  usual f o r  a b ro th e r ,  p r e f e ra b ly  a 
younger one to succeed him. When th is  i s  not p o s s ib l e ,  
the son o f  one o f  the deceased 's  s i s t e r s  that i s ,  the 
wofase, takes over the contro l  of  the dead pe rson 's  
property. Such an in h e r i t o r  takes over o b l i g a t io n s  and 
duties towards h is  kinsmen*,he a lso  has o b l i g a t io n s  to 
take charge o f  the dead man's wife/wives and ch i ld ren .  
For years ,  these ru le s  have remained in  fo rce  though in  
mamy in stances ,  the o b l i g a t i o n  towards the wife/wives  
and ch i ld re n  have been only very  temporary. Experience  
has shown that the f a c t  that cocoa farmers r e ly  on the ir  
wives and ch i ld ren  to e s t a b l i s h  th e i r  farms does not 
give them amy r i g h t s  to earn ings  from the farms once 
the farmer i s  no more. One r e su l t  o f  th is  has been the 
d iscarding o f  wives and ch i ld ren  who had l i v e d  and 
worked with a husbamd as soon as he i s  dead.
While these ru le s  remain unchanged among the 
Asantes,  many o f  the migrant farmers t r an s fe r  parts  o f  
their  farms to e i th e r  th e i r  wives and/or ch i ld ren .  I t  
is  even now usua l  fo r  a b u i ld in g  or part  o f  i t ,  which 
has been put up with money accruing from Cocoa farms 
e s tab l i sh ed  with the ac t iv e  ass is tance  from a w i f e ,  to 
be t r a n s fe r r e d  to e i th e r  the w i f e  or ch i ld ren  during  
the l i f e  time o f  such a farmer.  * An important f a c to r  
respons ib le  f o r  these s o c ia l  changes among the migrant  
farmers appears to be a r e a l i s a t i o n  on the part  o f  the
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wives and ch i ld ren  o f  the ir  r igh ts  and the pressure  
usu a l ly  brought on the farmers to t r an s fe r  part  o f  
farms to them. Indeed, there are instances where wives 
have been advised against j o in in g  th e i r  husbands in  
the i r  farming v i l l a g e s ,  i f  no e f f o r t s  are made to assign 
part  o f  the newly acquired land to them. Throughout 
western Asante and Ahafo, two arrangements seem to have 
been made in response to the increas ing  pressure from 
the wives and/or ch i ld ren ,  and p o s s ib ly  the in f luence  
o f  other groups o f  farmers with d i f f e r e n t  inheritance  
r u le s .  Under the f i r s t  arrangement, some o f  the 
farmers a l low th e i r  wives to s ta r t  developing part  
o f  the land from the opposite end. (See F i g . 3 ) .  The 
husband a s s i s t s  in th i s  by p rov id ing  d i r e c t  labour  
and at times f inanc ing  pari> o f  the undertaking.  
According to an e l d e r l y  informant, a farmer near 
Kenyasi No .2, i t  i s  e a s i e r  to part  with an undeveloped 
land  than a f r u i t i n g  cocoa farm. The l o g i c  behind this,  
seems to be the f a c t  that matrikinsmen w i l l  be le s s  
o ffended  i f  they think that the wives developed the 
farms themselves. In f a c t  in the case o f  Kofi  Asamoah, 
a l l  h is  three wives had acquired s izeab le  farms under 
t h i s  arrangement, a l l  known to some members o f  h is  
f  am i ly .
The second arrangement concerns t r a n s fe r r in g  
part  o f  a developed farm to the w ife/wives  and/or the 
ch i ld re n ,  as soon as the farms have come up to the 
f r u i t i n g  stage.  In some cases ,  the t r an s fe r  i s  
e f f e c t e d  and the necessary arrangements completed.
In o the rs ,  the in ten t ion  to t r an s fe r  a p a r t i c u la r  
part  o f  the farm i s  made known to the intended donee 
and to ensure that no d isputes  a r i s e s ,  th i s  in tent ion  
i s  made know t o , e i t h e r  one o f  the f a rm er ' s  matrikinsmen 
or where none i s  a v a i l a b l e  to the l o c a l  ch ie f ,  so that 
when necessary  he may t e s t i f y  to i t s  co rrectness .  
Frequently  d isputes  a r i s e  on the death o f  the farmer.
A case o f  th is  nature happened at a v i l l a g e  near 
Tepa, where in  1968, a one-time Sanitary  Inspector ,  
informed the l o c a l  c h i e f  that he wanted to t r an s fe r  
part  o f  h is  farm to h i s  w ife  and ch i ld ren .  Soon 
a f t e r  h i s  death, h i s  h e i r ,  a s i s t e r ,  in  th is  p a r t i ­
cu la r  case ,  re fused  to honour what her l a t e  brother  had 
ordered.  The excuse she gave was that the sect ion  of  
the farm given out was be t te r  than hers .  A f t e r  much
n o n — -A": A M O  AM U *  B U I M A H 8 '
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persuas ion ,  the s i s t e r  agreed to r e le a se  that farm only 
a f t e r  cropping i t  fo r  fou r  years;  th is  act ion according 
to her was to enable  her s e t t l e  debts a l l e g e d ly  incurred 
during the man's fu n e ra l .  I t  i s  doubtfu l  i f  without  
p ressure  from the ch ie f  the he ir  would have re leased  
the farm.
As a sa feguard  against p o s s ib le  oppos it ion ,  once 
a farm has been t r a n s fe r r e d ,  the donee has to appear 
be fo re  some members of the donor 's  kin with the 'aseda'. 
the thanks drink and money. The drink may be palm wine 
and or schnapps or g in :  and the amount may vary from 
eight  to s ix ty  new ced is ,  depending, o f  course ,  on the 
s ize  and cond it ion  o f  the farm t r a n s fe r re d .  The ' aseda' 
may be accepted to s i g n i f y  the recogn it ion  o f  the 
t r a n s fe r  o f  p rope r ty :  a r e je c t io n  may mean■a t o t a l  non­
recogn it ion  .
In a p a r t i c u l a r  case at Twabidi No .1, in which the 
author was a p r in c ip a l  witness  in July 1970, an objec­
t ion was r a i s e d  on the grounds that be fo re  p a r t in g  with 
the farm, the farmer hever f i r s t  consu lted  a maternal  
nephew - an a g r i c u l t u r a l  F i e l d  A s s i s t a n t ,  a l l e g e d  to 
have f inanced the work in  the i n i t i a l  stages.  Later  
the farmer had to render an apology although he was on^ y 
p a r t in g  with a small  part  o f  the farm he had developed.  
But even th is  was not enough to convince the kinsmen 
to accept the * a s ed a ' . In the end the woman was asked 
to tender i t  at another time when the nephew would be 
p r e s e n t .
I t  may be necessary  to s t a t e  that the nature of  the 
r e l a t io n s h ip  e x i s t in g  between the wife/wives  and the 
kinsmen o f  the husband can be very  v i t a l  in  the accep­
tance or non-acceptance o f  the ' aseda1. When the k ins ­
men have grounds fo r  d i s l i k i n g  a w i fe ,  she could be 
g r e a t l y  embarrassed. From my own recent observat ions,  
i t  i s  erroneous fo r  anyone to th ink that disputes  
a r i s i n g  from the t r a n s f e r  o f  p roperty  to w ife/wives  and 
or ch i ld ren  are dying out now in  Asante. Indeed, the 
courts  at Kumasi and Sunyani are f u l l  o f  cases pending 
judgement. .B e s id e s ,  the l o c a l  c h ie f s  and th e i r  
e ld e r s  axe o f ten  engaged in t ry in g  to e s t a b l i s h  the 
truth  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  claims that come be fo re  them. One 
o f  such cases  observed concerned one o f  the widows of
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a man from a v i l l a g e  near Kumasi who e s t a b l i sh e d  farms 
near Pokukurom. While a l i v e ,  the farmer promised to 
transfer  part  o f  one o f  h i s  farms to a w ife  whose 
f i r s t  farm had been destroyed  by f i r e ,  but th is  was 
not done be fo re  h i s  death. Unfortunate ly  none o f  
the man's r e l a t i v e s  was informed o f  h is  in ten t ion .
Thus when the w i f e  Voiced th i s  c la im, the he i r  
re jected  i t  o u t - r i g h t .  Later  the h e i r  even re fu sed  
to appear be fo re  a Kumasi c h i e f  to hear a w i l l  a l le ged  
to have been w r i t t en  by the deceased, contending that  
only a. l e g a l l y  con s t i tu ted  court could  read out such a 
w i l l .  Up to October 1970, the w i l l  had not been 
produced, but the w i fe  went to the abusa laboure rs  
and in s t ru c ted  them not to g ive  out proceeds from the 
farm to the h e i r .  In another instance ,  the w i fe  
co l lec ted  the cocoa beans as. they were being d r ied .
The matter was repo rted  to the p o l i c e  and the case  
was taken to cou r t .
I t  i s  obv ious  from observat ion  that kinsmen do 
not o ften  ob je c t  to t r a n s f e r s  where the farmer  
estab l i shed  the farms with h is  own e f f o r t s .  S im i la r ly  
no c o n f l i c t s  a r ise ;w here  a farmer t r a n s fe r s  a l l  h is  
farms to h i s  w ife/wives  and ch i ld ren  when he knows 
he has no d i r e c t  successors .  This o ften  happens in  
the case o f  farmers  without s i s t e r s  and th e re fo re  
no 1w o fase1. Such donors only make sure that they 
have something to  l i v e  on and that  they made proper  
arrangements f o r  th e i r  b u r i a l .  For while h i s  r e l a ­
tives may not ob jec t  to the t r a n s f e r ,  most o f  them 
would not be very  w i l l i n g  to waste the ir  money on him, 
mainly as a r e s u l t  o f  such a t r a n s f e r .  And as long 
as he l i v e d ,  such a person should be aware that his  
kinsmen would not be o f  much help  to him, i f  the w ife/  
wives and ch i ld re n  to whom he might have t r a n s fe r r e d  
his farms were to suddenly f a i l  him in time o f  need.
At a v i l l a g e  near Kunso, the author came across  one 
farmer from Boamang near O f f in so ,  who had given a l l  
his farms to h i s  w i fe  developed with her ac t iv e  support.  
Upon inqu iry ,  i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  that the farmer had 
no s i s t e r s  and the re fo re  no 1wof a s e 1. He i s  one o f  
three b ro thers  a l l  o f  whom have e s t a b l i sh e d  s i z eab le  
farms. As f a r  as my in formation goes none o f  the 
brothers o b je c ted  to the t r a n s fe r .
Bes ides  the t r a n s fe r  o f  cocoa farms to w ife/wives
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and ch i ld ren ,  another recent f e a tu re  among many Asante 
migrant cocoa farmers i s  the w i l l in g n e s s  to a s s i s t  a 
wife/wives or ch i ld ren  to b u i ld  th e i r  own houses.  
Normally money fo r  such p ro je c t s  comes from p r o f i t s  
accruing from cocoa farming.  A farmer may not 
necessa r i ly  b u i l d  a. house and hand i t  over to a wife  
or a ch i ld ;  but he may encourage any o f  them to s ta r t  
and then complete the p ro je c t .  There are others  who 
trans fer  part  o f  a b u i ld in g  to a w i fe  or ch i ld ren .
Thus . i t  i s  common fo r  those who put up s to rey -  
bu i ld ing  to g i v e  one f l o o r  to a t ru s te d  w i fe  or a 
help fu l  c h i ld .
As in  the case o f  the t r a n s fe r  o f  cocoa farms,  
the r e c ip ie n t  has to acknowledge the award by 
presenting the 1a s e d a * be fo re  a group o f  e lde rs  
including some o f  the donor * s kinsmen. In more 
modern times,  documents are prepared  to seal  the 
t rans fer .  In add i t ion  to t r a n s f e r  o f  farms or 
bu i ld ings ,  ch i ld ren  o f  migrant cocoa farmers in Asante  
nowadays re ce ive  b e l t e r  a t ten t ion  from th e i r  f a th e r s  
than they used to in  the p a s t .  I t  i s  colimon to f in d  
children o f  cocoa farmers r e c e iv in g  education at a l l  
l eve ls .  Sometimes, the mothers* matrik in  may be 
responsib le  fo r  t h e i r  up keep in  schoo ls ,  but today 
more and more o f  them are cared  fo r  by th e i r  f a t h e r s .  
The farmers take g r ea t  in t e r e s t  in  see ing  to the 
education o f  the ir  c h i ld re n .  A l l  these are changes 
one not ices  among the migrant cocoa farmers  
encountered in western Asante and Ahafo. They are  
changes to  be seen in  the s o c i a l  o rgan isa t ion  o f  
cocoa farming today. As more and more o f  the Asantes  
move fu r th e r  a f i e l d  to acquire  land to embark on 
cocoa c u l t i v a t i o n  and as they are exposed to d i f f e r e n t  
aspects o f  p roperty  hold ing and continue to depend 
more and more on th e i r  wives f o r  support and a s s i s ­
tance, the g reate r  the chances o f  these changing 
conditions being perpetuated.
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